
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1067
 
Main Petitioner: Councillor Andrew Wood 
 
Subject: Calls for the Parliament to consider road safety upgrades to the 
A76 
 
Background 
 
The A76 is a predominantly single carriageway trunk road, approximately 59 
miles in length, linking the towns of Kilmarnock and Dumfries in south-west 
Scotland.  The A76 is publicly owned and managed on behalf of the Scottish 
Ministers by Transport Scotland.  Day-to-day maintenance of the A76 is 
carried out by Amey under contract to Transport Scotland. 
 
Information on road accidents is not normally disaggregated down to the level 
of individual roads.  However, the Scottish Government provided information 
on the annual number of fatalities on the A76 in answer to Parliamentary 
Question S2W-32527, details of which are provided below: 
 
Year 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Fatalities 5 4 2 2 2 0 4
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The old Scottish Office completed a Route Action Plan for the A76 in the late 
1990’s, which proposed the following six road safety improvement schemes: 
 
Location  Description  Length 

(m)  
Cost (£m) 
1996 
prices 

Crossroads  New wide single carriageway south of 
Crossroads with roundabout at junction  

1130  0.900 

Gateside  New single carriageway off line north of 
Gateside Farm to provide improved 
forward visibility  

900  0.525 

Polquirter  Climbing lane south of Burnton Bridge  820  0.340 

Bracknenhill  Climbing lanes either side of Howford 
Bridge  

1900  0.600 

Glenairlie  Climbing lane north of Glenairlie plus new 
single carriageway to improve forward 
visibility  

2150  0.960 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1067.htm


 
 

 
Cample  New single carriageway on new line 

between Cample and Trigony to improve 
forward visibility  

970  0.560 

 
The Crossroads scheme was completed during November 2003.  The 
Gateside scheme was abandoned in 2002 as the then Scottish Executive did 
not consider it to satisfy value for money or operational criteria.  Consideration 
of possible alternative schemes (Gateside 2) is currently ongoing. 
 
The schemes at Polquhirter, Brackenhill and Cample have not been taken 
forward.  However, they will be considered as part of Transport Scotland’s 
Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR), which aims to identify major 
trunk road and rail schemes to be built between 2012 and 2022.  The STPR is 
due to report in summer 2008. 
 
Transport Scotland is currently taking forward the development of the scheme 
at Glenairlie, which is predicted to cost £3.6m and be finished by 2008/09.  In 
addition Transport Scotland is also developing an improvement scheme at 
Ellisland, which should be complete by 2010/11. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The A76 was the subject of a members’ debate on 7 December 2005 
 
 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
SPICe Research 
17 October 2007 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petitions briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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